
The climate crisis as a generational issue 
 
Across the planet, the youth are rebelling! 
 
This probably comes as little surprise, as you may well have heard of Greta Thunberg, the 
Sunrise Movement, and are likely aware that their generation is more than a little concerned 
about the state of our planet and its climate. 
 
The fact that they are now rebelling should come as little surprise either. For decades, we kept 
telling yourselves that we needed to change the reckless way that we were inhabiting our planet – 
not for ourselves, but, as we kept saying, for our children. 
 
Well, we didn’t. And those children, who weren’t necessarily even been born at the time, are 
now here – and coming of age. And they’re upset that we didn’t adequately address this issue 
decades ago. Let’s be honest, they’re pissed, really pissed – and rightfully so. We are handing 
them a planet that is well on its way to becoming uninhabitable, certainly unwelcoming, for our 
species. 
 
If you look at the circumstances surrounding the climate crisis (which, as we shall see, are more 
than a little unusual), the emergence of a youth rebellion at this moment in history, from this 
particular generation, was almost inevitable. 
 
In the this chapter of Climate Crisis 101 we will be considering the generational aspect of the 
climate crisis and why people of my generation failed to act – and are still, even now, not 
adequately acting. 
 
Which means that the responsibility for sweeping action now falls to new generation coming on 
the scene, that of my students. Consequently, as far as I am concerned, the youth movement is a 
very good thing indeed. We should all, for the sake of our planet, welcome and do what we can 
to support it. 
 
 


